


Halloween Fun

Safer Ballymun congratulates the Festival organisers of Dublin’s
biggest and longest-running Halloween event ‘The Otherworld
Halloween Festival’ which took place over the October weekend
in Ballymun. The festival was marked by significant reductions in
anti-social behaviour and bonfire incidents throughout the holiday
period. It featured a medieval village with music, theatre, art, and
storytelling performed in the festival marquees and tents, which
were located on the new Plaza at axis arts centre on Main Street,
Ballymun. Audiences were amazed by the work of “Melimage”
who transformed the axis centre into a castle with spooky monsters
and incredible visual images. 

The festival closed with a spectacular fireworks display. Speaking
after the festival, DCC’s Brian Mongey and Garda Inspector Andy
Watters professed themselves delighted with the good humour and
great atmosphere to be felt everywhere throughout the festival. “It
was a perfect example of how people can come out and enjoy
themselves in a safe, unthreatening environment”, said Inspector
Watters, “Ballymun sets a positive example to the rest of Dublin
with everything passing off peacefully and with no major
incidents”.

‘Walkabouts’ and  ‘Talkabouts’: action-based
and problem-solving 

A feature of our Safer Ballymun meetings has been the ‘walkabout’
where senior managers from BRL, DCC and An Garda Síochána
target areas of concern to residents and visit them in between
public meetings in order to address the issues raised. 

The latest development at the Safer Ballymun meeting is the
‘talkabout’ where there is a break during the meeting for residents,
who might not feel like airing issues in the public forum, to interact
with steering group representatives and any public representatives
present. This proved very successful at our last meeting and we will
continue it over the next few months. 

Safer Ballymun’s Community Safety Strategy

Involve Ballymun’s citizens in the provision of a safe pleasant
environment, where people can live, work and visit.

Ensure a reduction in levels of crime and disorder in Ballymun

Reduce the incidents of public disorder and anti-social
behaviour in Ballymun;

Support existing agencies and community organisations who
are working in the area of substance misuse;

Make Ballymun a safe place for young people;

Nurture a feeling of community safety through the
development of an effective communications strategy;

Assist the community in Ballymun through the transitional
period of regeneration in the safest way.

Minister announces New Public Order
provisions

Residents at the October Safer Ballymun meeting noted the
announcement by The Minister for Justice, Equality and Law
Reform, Mr. Dermot Ahern TD, who has signed Regulations
enabling further public order provisions of the Intoxicating Liquor
Act 2008 to come into operation.  These provisions allow for the
issue of fixed charge notices for the offences of intoxication in a
public place and disorderly conduct in a public place, which are
offences under sections 4 and 5 of the Criminal Justice (Public
Order) Act 1994.

Under the Regulations, if a member of An Garda Síochána believes
that a person has committed one of these offences, s/he may serve
on that person a fixed charge notice.  The notice offers the option
of paying a fixed charge (€140 in respect of disorderly conduct in
a public place and €100 in respect of intoxication in a public
place) instead of being prosecuted for the offence.

Welcoming the new measures, residents commented that it was
time for a stand like this to be taken. Adding that there is too much
public drinking going on in Ballymun, one resident remarked that
“These new laws are badly needed. Now, this will send out clear
messages about the consequences of drunk and disorderly
behaviour and hopefully will act as a deterrent”.

Are you a victim of crime? 

If you are a victim of crime you may feel  alone or isolated, anxious
or depressed, afraid to go out, angry and let down. The Crime
Victims Helpline is there to listen. Its primary focus is on emotional
support, providing the opportunity for you to talk about your
experience in confidence. 

Crime Victim’s helpline listens with empathy and without
judgment. Crime victim’s helpline also provides information on all
aspects of the criminal justice system as well as rights and
entitlements regarding compensation, legal aid and the courts.

Crime Victims Helpline
1850 211407



District Drugs Unit

Student / Probationer Training School

Juvenile Liaison / Juvenile Diversion Unit

District Child Protection Unit.

Criminal Intelligence Unit

Warrants / Summons Offices

Many of these units are new to Ballymun station. This increased
Garda presence, allied to the quality of the building and facilities
now available, can only be a positive development for the delivery
of a Policing service in Ballymun. An Garda Síochána in Ballymun
are also involved in a number of local initiatives – notably The
Safer Ballymun Forum, The Local Drugs Task Force, a Garda Youth
Diversion Programme “BEST Youth”, and Ballymun
Neighbourhood Council.

New Garda Station opens its doors 

Safer Ballymun welcomes the new Garda Station which opened
for business on Friday 29 August 2008. The station is a 5 storey
building built to the highest specifications and with up-to-the
minute policing facilities including a conference room, incident
room and  criminal intelligence office as well as a  meeting room
for members of the public and an attractive public office area. It
also contains a custody suite with cell capacity for 6 adults and 2
juveniles. The building recently received an award for one of the
best modern buildings in Dublin City Council Northwest area.
Ballymun is now the Garda Divisional Headquarters for the
Northside of Dublin. 

The range of Policing Units allocated to the new station includes:

Regular Uniformed Units,

District Detective Unit,

Community Police Unit,

Special Resource Unit.

Ballymun Garda Station.

KEY GARDA PERSONNEL IN BALLYMUN GARDA STATION

Divisional Officer Chief Superintendent Gerard Phillips

H District Officer Superintendent Majella Ryan

Officers with responsibility for serious crime
in Northside area

Detective Superintendent Seamus Kane and Detective Inspector James McGowan

Ballymun Garda Inspector Garda Inspector Andrew Watters

USEFUL GARDA CONTACT NUMBERS

Ballymun Garda Station 01 666 4400         Ballymun Detective Unit 01 666 4411        Confidential Phone Line 1800 666111

BALLYMUN COMMUNITY POLICING UNIT

Sergeant Bernard Young and Sergeant Yvonne Murphy  

Shangan area Garda Keith Hughes

Balcurris area Garda Brian Smith and Garda David Moore

Silloge area Garda Barry O’Donnell

Poppintree area Garda Martin Houlihan and Garda Olive Holden

Glasnevin area Garda Sean Sillery

Liaison with the Travelling Community &
Intercultural Groups

Garda Fergal Finnegan 

Meet your community Garda at our next Safer Ballymun meeting on December 8th, 7pm

Ballymun in Full Bloom 

Various environmental initiatives took place in Ballymun during
the Spring and Summer months. These included plant sales held in
conjunction with groups like Friends of the Park. Plants were sold
at a reduced price and proceeds from the sales were given back to
the local groups to fund summer projects or the purchase of extra
flowers and name- stones for their areas. 

In August an environmental initiative took place in Coultry with
financial support from Super Valu. Coultry Forum, DCC staff,
residents and young people planted flowers outside their school
and erected a name-stone for Coultry. Belclare Avenue residents
also got to work in their estate during the summer months. The
Community Development section and the neighbourhood
wardens organised clean-ups and flower-planting days in the
estate and a new name stone was erected.

Belclare Avenue residents. A Ballymun garden.




